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For w rd

Dr. P, C. Jain is already known to the Jain scholars through
the publication of his first Volume of the Five-volume project on the
Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts collected in the Bhattarakiya
Granth Bhandar, Nagaur. This collection is rich numerically as well
as qualitatively. Tt contains 30,000 manuscripts in Sanskrit, Prakrit,
Apabhramsa, Rajasthani, Hindi, Marathi and Gujarati languages. Some of
these manuscripts belong to the 12th Century A, D. Others not so old
belong to the succeeding centuries including the 19th. History of Indian
literature will not be complete without taking notice of innumerable
manuscripts which are still uncatalogued and hidden from the scholars®
view, Rajasthan is specially rich in Jain manuscripts as this state has
always been a citadel of Jainism for the long past. The manuscripts of
Nagaur Bhandar relate to various subjects including the Agamas,
Ayurveda, Subhasitas, tales, poems, dictionarries, Carita-literature,
rhetorics, prosody, astrology, astronomy, logic, drama, music, Puranas,
Tantra, Yoga, grammar, vratas, Stotras, Mahatmya etc. Some of these
manuscripts are illustrated with beautiful paintings. In fact, the vast
literature produced in medieval India reveals the nature and form of
intellectual and creative activity and spiritual movement of the Indians.
Much of what is contained in the stotras, vratas, Mahatmyas and the
kindred literature manifests the living religion and culture of India gleaned
through thesc works, This Bhandara has old manuscripts of known and
published works. Such as the Samayasara of Acharya Kundakunda and
more importantly it has some manuscripts, say about 150, which are not
known to the scholarly world. In my trips abroad in recent years I found
2 growing interest in the rich treasure of the manuscripts which India
possesses and which are still lying uncared for in the different Bhandaras.
Jainas did not have a sectarian outlook in developing collections of the
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remains an historical fact that it extended full support to Sanskrit con-
sidered by some to be the language of the Brahmins and the Brahmanical
or Vedic culture., Some of the great works were not only written in
Sanskrit by the Jainas, many others were preserved and commented upon
by them. Malhnatha who commented upon the works of Kalidasa and
Bharavi is the shmmg example of this, catholic tradltlon and patronage
of the Sanskrit language and literature by the Jainas.

I need not commend this volume to the scholars, I should how-
ever be permitted to state very briefly some facts, This volume contains
entries of 2,000 manuscripts. Each-manuscript is serially numbered ‘and
is followed by the necessary details of the title, author, commentator, if
any, number of folios, script, language, probable date, beginning and end
of the werk and remarks wherever necessary. Various appendices will™ be
found useful by the researchers, more particularly the appendix giving
the list of rare manuscripts.

After publication of the five volumes of this project, the Centre
would prcmotc cataloguing of the manuscripts in other Bhandaras in
Rajasthan. The complete project is quite ambitious as it also aims at the
publication of important manuscripts found in the Jain Bhandaras in
ann§thnn. How long will it take for us is a matter of guess for me too.
But T believe and trust the words of Bhavabhuti. “srat mg fyzafy’ :

Dated 14-6-81 R. C. Dvivedi
Dean, faculty of Arts &
Director, Centre for Jain Studies,
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur
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2.
2.
Y. Epigraphika Indemuslimica 1923-24 and 26.
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